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(d) Sea bass pot prohibited area. A sea
bass pot may not be used in the South
Atlantic EEZ south of 28°35.1" N. lat.
(due east of the NASA Vehicle Assem-
bly Building, Cape Canaveral, FL). A
sea bass pot deployed in the EEZ south
of 28°35.1" N. lat. may be disposed of in
any appropriate manner by the Assist-
ant Administrator or an authorized of-
ficer.

§622.183 Area and seasonal closures.

(a) Area closures—(1) Marine protected
areas (MPAs). (i) No person may fish for
a South Atlantic snapper-grouper in an
MPA, and no person may possess a
South Atlantic snapper-grouper in an
MPA. However, the prohibition on pos-
session does not apply to a person
aboard a vessel that is in transit with
fishing gear appropriately stowed as
specified in paragraph (a)(1)(ii) of this
section. In addition to these restric-
tions, see §635.21(d)(1)(iii) of this chap-
ter regarding restrictions applicable
within these MPAs for any vessel
issued a permit under part 635 of this
chapter that has longline gear on
board. MPAs consist of deepwater areas
as follows:

(A) Snowy Grouper Wreck MPA is
bounded by rhumb lines connecting, in
order, the following points:

Point North lat. West long.
33°25 77°04.75"
... | 33°34.75" 76°51.3"
. | 33°25.5" 76°46.5
.| 33°15.75" 77°00.0"
33°25 77°04.75"

(B) Northern South Carolina MPA is
bounded on the north by 32°53.5" N. lat.;
on the south by 32°48.5" N. lat.; on the
east by 78°04.75" W. long.; and on the
west by 78°16.75" W. long.

(C) Edisto MPA is bounded on the
north by 32°24" N. lat.; on the south by
32°18.5" N. lat.; on the east by 78°54.0" W.
long.; and on the west by 79°06.0" W.
long.

(D) Charleston Deep Artificial Reef
MPA is bounded by rhumb lines con-
necting, in order, the following points:

Point North lat. West long.
32°04 79°12
32°08.5" 79°07.5'
. | 32°06" 79°05’
32°01.5 79°09.3
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Point North lat. West long.

A s 32°04" 79°12

(B) Georgia MPA is bounded by rhumb
lines connecting, in order, the fol-
lowing points:

Point North lat. West long.
A .. 31°43’ 79°31"
B . | 31°43 79°21"
C . | 31°34 79°29
D .| 31°34’ 79°39
A .. 31°43 79°31"

(F) North Florida MPA is bounded on
the north by 30°29" N. lat.; on the south
by 30°19’ N. lat.; on the east by 80°02" W.
long.; and on the west by 80°14’ W. long.

(G) St. Lucie Hump MPA is bounded
on the north by 27°08" N. lat.; on the
south by 27°04’ N. lat.; on the east by
79°58" W. long.; and on the west by 80°00
W. long.

(H) East Hump MPA is bounded by
rhumb lines connecting, in order, the
following points:

Point North lat. West long.
A .. 24°36.5 80°45.5"
B . | 24°32 80°36’
C .. | 24°27.5 80°38.5"
D .| 24°32.5 80°48’
A .. 24°36.5 80°45.5"

(ii) For the purpose of paragraph
(a)(1)(i) of this section, transit means
direct, non-stop progression through
the MPA. Fishing gear appropriately
stowed means—

(A) A longline may be left on the
drum if all gangions and hooks are dis-
connected and stowed below deck.
Hooks cannot be baited. All buoys
must be disconnected from the gear;
however, buoys may remain on deck.

(B) A trawl or try net may remain on
deck, but trawl doors must be discon-
nected from such net and must be se-
cured.

(C) A gillnet, stab net, or trammel
net must be left on the drum. Any ad-
ditional such nets not attached to the
drum must be stowed below deck.

(D) Terminal gear (i.e., hook, leader,
sinker, flasher, or bait) used with an
automatic reel, bandit gear, buoy gear,
handline, or rod and reel must be dis-
connected and stowed separately from
such fishing gear. A rod and reel must
be removed from the rod holder and
stowed securely on or below deck.
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(E) A crustacean trap, golden crab
trap, or sea bass pot cannot be baited.
All buoys must be disconnected from
the gear; however, buoys may remain
on deck.

(2) [Reserved]

(b) Seasonal closures—(1) Seasonal clo-
sure of the commercial and recreational
sectors for gag and associated grouper
species. During January through April
each year, no person may fish for, har-
vest, or possess in or from the South
Atlantic EEZ any South Atlantic shal-
low-water grouper (SASWG) (gag,
black grouper, red grouper, scamp, red
hind, rock hind, yellowmouth grouper,
yellowfin grouper, graysby, and coney).
In addition, for a person on board a
vessel for which a valid Federal com-
mercial or charter vessel/headboat per-
mit for South Atlantic snapper-grouper
has been issued, the provisions of this
closure apply in the South Atlantic, re-
gardless of where such fish are har-
vested, i.e., in state or Federal waters.

(2) Wreckfish spawning-season closure.
From January 15 through April 15, each
year, no person may harvest or possess
on a fishing vessel wreckfish in or from
the EEZ; offload wreckfish from the
EEZ; or sell or purchase wreckfish in
or from the EEZ. The prohibition on
sale or purchase of wreckfish does not
apply to trade in wreckfish that were
harvested, offloaded, and sold or pur-
chased prior to January 15 and were
held in cold storage by a dealer or proc-
essor.

(3) Wreckfish recreational sector clo-
sures. The recreational sector for
wreckfish in or from the South Atlan-
tic EEZ is closed from January 1
through June 30, and September 1
through December 31, each year. Dur-
ing a closure, the bag and possession
limit for wreckfish in or from the
South Atlantic EEZ is zero.

(4) [Reserved]

(5) Closures of the commercial and rec-
reational sectors for red snapper—(@i) The
commercial and recreational sectors
for red snapper are closed (i.e., red
snapper may not be harvested or pos-
sessed, or sold or purchased) in or from
the South Atlantic EEZ, except if
NMFS determines a limited amount of
red snapper may be harvested or pos-
sessed in or from the South Atlantic
EEZ, as specified in §622.193(y). If

50 CFR Ch. VI (10-1-13 Edition)

NMF'S determines that commercial and
recreational fishing seasons for red
snapper may be established in a given
fishing year, NMFS will announce the
season opening dates in the FEDERAL
REGISTER. The recreational fishing sea-
son would consist of consecutive Fri-
days, Saturdays, and Sundays, unless
otherwise specified. NMFS will project
the length of the recreational fishing
season and announce the recreational
fishing season end date in the FEDERAL
REGISTER. See 622.193(y), for estab-
lishing the end date of the commercial
fishing season.

(ii) If the RA determines tropical
storm or hurricane conditions exist, or
are projected to exist, in the South At-
lantic, during a commercial or rec-
reational fishing season, the RA may
modify the opening and closing dates of
the fishing season by filing a notifica-
tion to that effect with the Office of
the Federal Register, and announcing
via NOAA Weather Radio and a Fishery
Bulletin any change in the dates of the
red snapper commercial or recreational
fishing season.

(iii) If the projected commercial or
recreational fishing season is deter-
mined by NMFS to be 3 days or less,
then the commercial or recreational
fishing season will not open for that
fishing year.

[78 FR 22952, Apr. 17, 2013, as amended at 78
FR 44464, July 24, 2013; 78 FR 47579, Aug. 6,
2013; 78 FR 49184, Aug. 13, 2013]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 78 FR 58253,
Sept. 23, 2013, §622.183 was amended by add-
ing paragraph (b)(6), effective Oct. 23, 2013.
For the convenience of the user, the added
text is set forth as follows:

§622.183 Area and seasonal closures.

* * * * *

(b) * * *

(6) Seasonal closure of the commercial black
sea bass pot component of the snapper-grouper
fishery. From November 1 through April 30,
each year, the commercial black sea bass pot
component of the snapper-grouper fishery is
closed. During this closure, no person may
harvest or possess black sea bass in or from
the South Atlantic EEZ either with sea bass
pots or from a vessel with sea bass pots on
board. In addition, sea bass pots must be re-
moved from the water in the South Atlantic
EEZ before November 1, and may not be on
board a vessel in the South Atlantic EEZ
during this closure.
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